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Specially trained linemen stand atop PG&E's lattice steel structures after being lifted by the helicopter hovering above.

PG&E Hi

By Cathy Dausman

noticed helicopters hovering near local transmission tow-
ers. The linemen, air crew and their ground counterparts
are working to upgrade Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s 230-

kilovolt transmission lines in the Lamorinda corridor. The proj-

ect is a portion of a 27-mile-long upgrade stretching from the
Oakley power plant substation to the Moraga substation in
Orinda, said PG&E spokeswoman Tamar Sarkissian.
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“This is a significant capacity and reliability project,”
Sarkissian said, “which serves approximately 26,000 customers.
It is also the first time since its establishment in 1950 that this
particular line has undergone a project of this nature.”

Last year, a similar project in the East Bay was completed,
Sarkissian said, but this 27-mile replacement-upgrade is one of
the longest. The transmission towers, technically called lattice
steel structures, are being upgraded with foundation reinforce-
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oh Wire Act Wraps Up

I f you looked skyward in Lamorinda lately, you probably ments and the installation of 16.5-foot cage tops to raise the con-

ductor.

Using helicopters allows PG&E to bypass the need for heavy
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trucks and equipment on the ground. This reduces the project’s
environmental impact, Sarkissian said. “Crews can work safely
and quickly, and it’s physically easier on the linemen than climb-
ing each tower, which is 80 to 150 feet high,” she said.

... continued on page A10
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Group Demands Weil’s Ouster from MOFD Board

By Nick Marnell

Fred Weil
Photo Lamorinda Weekly archive

grass roots group of

district residents began
a petition drive in October to
force Fred Weil to resign
from the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District board of direc-
tors. The petition, posted on
the Care2 website, states that
Weil, as board president, vi-

olated the public trust in
2008 by authorizing retiring
MOFD Chief Pete Now-
icki’s compensation beyond
what his contract allowed,
costing the district $4 mil-
lion in pension charges over
the chief’s expected 30-year
retirement period. The Con-
tra Costa County Employ-
ees’ Retirement Association
board in September stripped
Nowicki of more than $1
million of his pension when
it determined that his pen-
sion had been calculated im-
properly.

“You will note that the
petition is not for recall, only
for Fred to act unilaterally in
the community’s best inter-
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est. The petition is really for
Fred. He knows what he
did,” said Steve Cohn,
spokesman for the Orinda
Citizens” Emergency Serv-
ices Task Force, sponsor of
the petition. “This is not
right and there should be
repercussions.”  The task
force notes that since Weil’s
term ends in November
2016, a recall would not be
worth the effort and expense.
Rather, the group encourages
Weil to remove himself from
the board immediately “so as
to allow the board and the
community to move on with-
out distractions.”

“As long as he remains a
voting member of the
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MOFD board, his judgment
will be questioned,” reads
the petition. “If the other
members of the (2008) board
were still public officials,
they would be included. But
they are not,” said Cohn.
“The petition is part of
Steve Cohn’s malicious
smear campaign, motivated,
I believe, by a desire for re-
venge,” said Weil. “He has
resented for years my will-
ingness to publicly challenge
his dubious proposals, in-
cluding his latest attempt to
derail the rebuilding of
Orinda’s fire station 43 on
Via Las Cruces, (which is a
station) so important to the
safety of north Orinda.”
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Cohn wrote to Supervi-
sor Candace Andersen in
October blaming MOFD and
the Contra Costa County
Fire Protection District for
costing the districts millions
of dollars by halting plans to
build and operate joint fire
station 46 in western
Lafayette, and asking her to
intercede. MOFD opted to
rebuild station 43 and Con-
Fire chose to repair Lafayette
station 16. “I was in favor of
station 46, but the situation
has changed,” said Ander-
sen. “The important thing is
that Lafayette and Orinda
will have excellent cover-
age.”

... continued on page A10






